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Highlights

Young farmers - study and hearing

The whole of Thursday morning will be dedicated to the
issue of young farmers. The AGRI Committee is drawing up
an ‘implementation report’ on the measures agreed in the
2013 CAP Reform to support young farmers, for which Mr
Caputo (S&D, IT) is the rapporteur. In that context, a
consortium of individual experts will present a study
entitled “Young farmers - policy implementation after the
2013 CAP reform”. The experts are from the Czech
University of Life Sciences, the Technology Centre of the
Czech Academy of Science and Scotland’s James Hutton
Institute.
Following on the study presentation, Members will hear
from a variety of protagonists in the context of a public
hearing which addresses the same issue as the study, i.e.
how EU policies for young farmers are being implemented.
The hearing will gather speakers from the Court of Auditors,
the European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA), the Italian
Council for Research in Agriculture (CREA) and the
Committee of the Regions.
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Commission presentation on EU support for young African farmers

Thursday’s morning agenda will conclude with young
farmers, in this case those in Africa. Commission
representatives of DGs AGRI and DEVCO will make a
presentation on “What the EU is doing for African young
farmers”. It is one of several events this week in honour of
the African continent, ahead of the EU-Africa summit
starting on 29 November.

European Guide to Good Hygienic Practices in Artisanal Cheese Production

On Wednesday evening, representatives of the Farmhouse
and Artisan Cheese and Dairy Producers European Network
(FACE) will present the results of their pilot project whose
objective was to draw up a “European Guide to Good
Hygienic Practices in the Production of Artisanal Cheese
and Dairy Products”. The presentation will allow Members
to verify how a pilot project has been implemented on the
ground. A cheese tasting event will follow the meeting.

Prolongation of plant breeders’ rights on flower bulbs, asparagus and woody shrubs

Earlier that afternoon, a DG SANTE representative will
present the issue of the requested prolongation of Plant
Breeders Rights’ on flower bulbs, asparagus and woody
shrubs. In view of the specific nature of these crops,
stakeholders have been asking for the prolongation of the
protection period to 30 years instead of the currently
applied 25. Commissioner Andriukaitis has indicated that
the Commission would examine the request; however a
prolongation would require amending Regulation No
2100/94 on Community plant variety rights.

State of play of “Food 2030”

Prior to that a representative from the Commission’s DG
Research and Innovation will present the current state of
play on “Food 2030”, a project linked to a strategic
approach for agricultural research and innovation and
contribution to sustainable, resilient, diverse competitive,
responsible and performant food systems.
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Work in progress

Draft report on situation and future prospects for the sheep and goat sectors in the EU

Sheep and goat farming is one of the most fragile livestock-
farming sectors in the EU and faces significant challenges,
such as trend of decreasing consumption and Brexit. The
rapporteur, Ms Herranz Garcia (EPP, ES), will present her
draft initiative report on this topic on Wednesday morning.

Reform of the European Union’s system of own resources

Following on from sheep and goats, Nicola Caputo (S&D, IT)
will present the first of two opinions which deal with the
upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). Mr
Caputo’s draft opinion dealing with the EU’s ‘Own
Resources’ - in other words its budgetary revenues - calls
for an in-depth reform of the current system, including
introducing new own resources (ORs) that could reduce the
share of national GNI-based contributions, which currently
finance the lion’s share of EU spending.

The next MFF: Preparing the Parliament’s position on the MFF post-2020

Sofia Ribeiro (EPP, PT) will present the second opinion on
the next MFF, dealing with the CAP budget. Ms Ribeiro,
urges the Commission to increase, or at least to maintain at
its current level, the CAP budget in the upcoming MFF so as
to keep direct payments intact and continue supporting
those most in need, including small farms and the most
disadvantaged regions. The lead committee for both MFF-
related reports is the BUDG Committee.

2016 discharge: EU general budget - Commission

Ms Karin Kadenbach (S&D, AT), draftsperson for the 2016
discharge procedure, will present her draft opinion to AGRI
colleagues. CONT is the lead committee on this file.
Agriculture currently represents approximately 38% of the
EU budget.
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Votes

"Omnibus" - Stand alone Regulation on amendments to the CAP Basic Regulations

Members will vote on the political agreement negotiated
after four trilogues by rapporteur Albert Deß (EPP, DE) and
his negotiating team on 12 October on the agricultural
part of the “Omnibus” proposal. This agricultural part of
the proposal has in the meantime been split off from the
remainder of the proposal in order to allow the entry into
force of the agreement by 1 January 2018.

Political agreement on organic production and labelling regulation

A similar vote will take place on the political agreement
reached on 28 June 2017 on the organic production and
labelling regulation, after 18 trilogues, for which the
rapporteur was Martin Häusling (Greens/EFA, DE).

Next committee meetings
29 November, 19.00 – 21.30 (Brussels)
4 December, 15.00 - 18.30 (Brussels)
7 December, 14.00 - 17.30 (Brussels)

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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